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A Five-Star Chapter

Publisher COL (Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA † Editor LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA
  An informative monthly newsletter for members and friends of Cape Fear Chapter (NC-01)
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See flier on page 8
for more information

           Hey there, we’re throwin’ a Member
Appreciation Picnic at Smith Lake on Saturday,
21 July commencing at 1130 hours. And it’s free.
Contact my buddy George if you and the family
can make it. I’ll see you there. And don’t let me

down!

LAST CALL:
still

Volunteers   needed for Nominating Committee.  We have two. We
must have three more.  Spouses, Surviving Spouses and Regular
Members are eligible.  Contact Secretary Don Gersh for details.
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The Cape Fear Infogram is
published monthly for
members and friends of the
Cape Fear Chapter,
Military Officers Associa-
tion of America
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Editorial Policy
  The Cape Fear Chapter is
affiliated with MOAA. As
such, the Cape Fear Chap-
ter is nonpartisan. Editorial
policies are established by
the Chapter’s Publisher
and Editor and are in con-
sonance with MOAA’s.

  Advertising and sponsor-
ship are accepted based
on MOAA policies and
standards.

Editor may be reached at
(910) 624-4597 or
Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Chapter website
http://cfmoaa.org/

Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/

CapeFearChapterMOAA/

MOAA website
http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action”
http://www.moaa.org/take
Action/

Membership
  Open to active duty, former,
retired, and National Guard
and Reserve commissioned
and warrant officers of the
uniformed services and their
surviving spouses.

Editorial
   by LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA
   (910) 624-4597  secretary@cfmoaa.org

Tough to say ‘Goodbye’

Membership Update…
 Whether it’s due to

the heat wave or
summer vacations, the
chapter had no new
members during the
past month.

If you have
recommendations for
membership or would
like to serve on the
Membership
Committee, please
contact Stan Dodson at
1vp@cfmoaa.org.

Summertime in the
military means PCS,
TDY, ADT, etc. It also

means saying goodbye to
associates and neighbors, many
of whom became friends,
buddies running or golfing
partners.

 As a retiree, there is another
general category: None of the
Above.

 I have lived in Fayetteville
(this time) for the past 24 years,
23 in the same house.  We just
put in our third dishwasher and
another a/c unit (damn!).

 But now I’m saying
goodbye to fellow Cape Fear

Chapter MOAA members.
Whether it’s because they are
still on active duty and PCS’d
or moved to their retirement
homes, or decided to move to
be closer to their sons and
daughters and grandchildren,
it’s always tough to say
goodbye.

 And sadly, it’s tough to say
goodbye to those who passed
away.  We’re all going to; it’s
the life cycle.  But still tough.

 So I say “goodbye” to
Steve Byrnes and Arlie Smith
who moved, and Alex Hodges
who passed away.

The eligibility criteria for membership
are: any commissioned or warrant officer –
active duty, retired, former, Guard or
Reserve, in any of the seven uniformed
services, and their surviving spouses.

Dues are $20 for regular members and
$10 for surviving spouses. Use the renewal
form on page 8 and attach your check made
out to Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA. You can
also renew online for next year by credit card
at:
www.moaa.org/OnlineChapterDuesPayment/

If you are not sure of your status or have any
questions, please call Don Gersh at (910) 624-
4597 or email secretary@cfmoaa.org

HOW DO I JOIN? You may download and complete a membership
application and mail it with your check as indicated on the form. Or,
join online, follow the prompts and pay with a credit card at:
https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx.



President’s Report
By COL (Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA
Phone (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

     Great time to reconnect
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It simply amazes me how fast time flies; half of
2018 is history.  The older we get, the faster
time seems to whiz by.   Why is that?  There

are several theories to that phenomena, but that’s a
discussion for another day.

After a very hectic and exhausting month of
May, Maria and I were able to get away for a brief
vacation to meet our newly born great-grand son
Caleb (age 5 weeks) in Naperville, Illinois.  We

found Caleb to be a bundle of
joy, a wonderful, handsome
little guy (see photo of Caleb
in his cammies).

What a gift; and, what a
Father’s Day to remember.
Needless to say, we are
extremely proud of Caleb’s
parents, our grandson Nick
and his beautiful wife

Summer; Caleb is their first child; our first great-
grand child.

Besides fuzzing over Caleb and spoiling him
with reckless abandon we were able to take time
to reconnect with family, go boating, kayaking,
walking, biking, and tennis (rained out on golf),
and just plain relaxing in the Northwoods of
Wisconsin.  Cruising through the scenic
mountains of West Virginia listening to oldies on
Sirius XM Satellite Radio and reminiscing about
our younger days was priceless.  Forgive me for
injecting a personal anecdote, but we had such a
grand time that I just had to share it with you.
Now to chapter business.

Our yearly fundraising golf tournament
for our ROTC Scholarship Program is just over
the horizon. This year’s tournament will tee off
on the 15th of September.  Tammy Beshlin our
Tournament Director is already in full swing
and she’ll be in need of our assistance and sup-
port as we get closer to tournament day.

We’ll soon launch our solicitation cam-
paign for sponsors and supporters.  This is our
sole fund-raising event each year.  Last year we
had a record 35% participating rate by our
members, I feel confident that we’ll exceed that
this year and finally reach that elusive goal of
50%. There are several ways each of us can
contribute, e.g., as a golf tournament committee
volunteer, a player, a sponsor, a donor, or any
combination thereof.  More on this later.

Our last summer event this year will be
a picnic at the Smith Lake Recreation Area at
Fort Bragg on Saturday the 21st of July starting
at 1130 hours.  This is our first-ever chapter pic-
nic. Please add it to your calendar, and let us
know if you’re coming.  This is a member’s ap-
preciation event so there is no cost, but we need
a headcount for catering purposes.  The event
will be an ultra-casual and informal affair with
the focus on socializing and just enjoying each
other; looking forward to “picnicking” with you
soon.  Bring you kids, grandkids and great
grand kids.

Juan



  “Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has set
you free.” Galatians 5:1
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Chaplain’s Thoughts
By Chap (LTC) Timothy Atkinson, USA

phone (910) 978-3541 Chaplain@cfmoaa.org
        Liberty in God’s Grace

 As I write this article, tomorrow will be
the 242nd birthday of our nation.  I am
so thankful for the liberty that we

enjoy and remember the numerous lives who
have paid the price for our freedom.  Thomas
Jefferson said, “The tree of liberty must be
refreshed from time to time with the blood of
patriots & tyrants. It is it’s natural manure.”  In
our scripture the Apostle Paul warned the
Galatian church to not lose their liberty but to
take a stand for freedom in Christ’s grace.
Freedom can be looked at like a tree that needs
to be nourished.  Each day we need to spend
time with Christ in order to escape the
corruptions that would try to ensnare us and
bring us down.  This waters our souls.

     Jesus said in John 8:31-32 that “if you
continue in my word, you are truly my disciples,
and you will know the truth and the truth shall
make you free.”  Freedom must be maintained
until the Lord returns.  Jesus said until He returns
there would be wars and rumors of wars.  What
maintenance are we doing on our natural and
spiritual freedoms?  By being a part of MOAA
your voice is heart for many of the issues that
keep our military strong and also support our
service members and veterans.  By reading our
Bibles and prayer, and attending public worship
we support our personal spiritual freedoms.

     Let’s value our freedom enough to make a
resolution that anything that would hinder our or

our nation’s freedom that we will do our part in
working hard to withstand.  Patrick Henry said,
“Give me liberty or give me death.”  May we too
have the passion to fight for liberty and keep
ourselves free.  “No one serving as a soldier gets
entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to
please his commanding officer (2 Timothy 2:4).
Paul uses this illustration to encourage his
disciple Timothy to be focused on what is
important to God and serve Him only.  As John
Dillon said in his song: “We gotta serve
somebody.”  We either serve the devil or we
serve the Lord.  Serving God and humanity gives
us liberty from ourselves and joy.

    Satan always extracts his price from the
treasure of freedom and leaves the person bound
and defeated.  The Lord, however, through His
victory in the cross can free us from all the
chains of sin and death.

So this Independence Day, let’s let our lives
be a shout out for freedom and keep the torch of
liberty burning for ourselves and for the
generations that follow. Peg and I hope to see
you in the upcoming picnic.  Blessings and love
to you always and thankful for your dedicated
and faithful service to our nation.

Tim
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NEVER STOP
SERVING

MOAA's 2018 Annual Meeting
Oct 30 to Nov 2, Arizona Grand Resort and Spa,

8000 S Arizona Grant Parkway Phoenix, AZ,
85044

Congressman Seeks Tax
Break for Special Operations
Troops  More special operators could
receive a break on taxes next year.

The Special Operations Forces Tax Cut Act
would grant tax breaks to troops based on their
mission, rather than location. The bill would
benefit troops who deploy outside of combat
zones not formally recognized in the IRS'
Combat Zone Tax Exclusion section.

The Combat Zone Tax Exclusion allows
service members who deploy to certain combat
zones to exclude income from federal tax filings.
Qualifying regions for the tax exclusion are
Afghanistan, Kosovo and the Arabian Peninsula.

“America's military conducts global
operations that don't easily fit into one nation or
geographic region,” said the bill's sponsor, Rep.
Richard Hudson, whose North Carolina district
includes Fort Bragg, home of U.S. Army Special
Operations Command.

The bill better reflects modern warfare, where
the special operations troops are sent in small
groups all over the world - and not just traditional
“combat zones.”

“Fifty, seventy years ago, we'd have action in
Korea, but we didn't have Special Forces soldiers
all over the world,” Hudson said. “The way
Special Forces works today - trying to help
stabilize governments and fight terrorism - it's a
different warfare.”

Under Hudson's bill, special operators would
be eligible for the tax break, regardless of their
location, as long as their mission was to “combat
terrorism.”

The bipartisan bill is being considered by the
Ways and Means committee, which is the chief
tax-writing committee in the House.

Amanda Dolasinski is MOAA's staff writer.
She can be reached at
amandad@moaa.org. Follow her on Twitter
@AmandaMOAA.

MOAA News…
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2018
R.O.T.C. Scholarships Awards

Program
Fund Raising Golf Tournament

Baywood Golf Course Saturday
September 15, 2018

Military Officers Association of America

The
Cape Fear Chapter

Make checks payable to: CFC, MOAA
Mail to, or drop off at:

Baywood Golf Course
or

CFC, MOAA
ATTN:  Tournament Director
P.O. Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Tammy Beshlin
Tournament Director

910.213.2065
Email:  beshlin_4@msn.com
Baywood Golf Club Pro Shop

910.483.4330

CONTACT  INFORMATION

SEND PAYMENT

Fill out, detach and return with entry fee.

Player #1________________*Hcp_____

Player #2________________*Hcp_____

Player #3________________*Hcp_____

Player #4________________*Hcp_____

POC Phone #______________________

Email Address_____________________

*Enter USGA handicap index or average
score for 18 holes.

$70.00 per player
(Sponsor an active duty soldier to play

by paying his/her entry fee.)

Green/cart fees and range balls
Swag bag
On course beverages
Catered dinner after play
Many prizes and giveaways

Entry fees are considered donations and
Will not be refunded to “no shows.”

Registration deadline is September 13, 2018

Check-In time is 0800 hours, September 15,
2018

Shotgun Start 1000 hours, September 15,
2018

1st Place Team (gross & net)
2nd Place Team (gross & net)
Closest to the pin on par 3’s

Blind draw for 50+ door prizes

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM
(Individual or Team)

ENTRY FEE

ENTRY FEE INCLUDES

PAYOFFS & PRIZES KEY DATES & TIMES



Infogram 7

www.cfmoaa.org

Defense Finance and Accounting Service News
Providing payment services of the U.S. Department of Defense

The Special Survivor Indemnity
Allowance (SSIA) for Surviving Spouses
is now a Permanent Benefit.

 The Special Survivor Indemnity
Allowance (SSIA) is a benefit for
surviving spouses who receive a Survivor
Benefit Plan (SBP) annuity that is offset by
a Dependency and Indemnity
Compensation (DIC) payment from the
VA.

SSIA is now a permanent benefit. The
benefit will now be paid at $310 per month
plus a cost-of-living adjustment each
calendar year. The cost-of-living
adjustment will begin in 2019.

It can be confusing to understand how
SBP, DIC, and SSIA are paid, and how the
laws and regulations treat different
situations.

Here are the basics:

Spouse SBP annuitants, except for
those who remarry after age 57 (or in other
specific circumstances), cannot receive full
SBP and DIC at the same time (DIC
payments made directly to children, or to a
guardian on behalf of children, do not
affect SBP child annuity payments).

When we are informed by the VA that a
spouse receiving an SBP annuity is
receiving DIC, the law requires that DFAS
deduct the amount of DIC received from

the amount of SBP payable and pay the
remaining amount of the SBP to the
annuitant. This is called the SBP/DIC
offset.

If the SBP payment is greater than the
DIC payment, a partial refund of premiums
paid into the program during the service
member's retirement will be made to the
spouse.

If the DIC payment is greater than the
SBP payment, SBP will be stopped
completely and all eligible basic spouse
premiums paid into the program during the
service member's retirement will be
refunded.

 When a spouse is eligible to receive
SBP and DIC, and those payments are
subject to the SBP/DIC offset, the spouse
will also receive the Special Survivor
Indemnity Allowance (SSIA).

As with other laws and regulations,
there are many exceptions and special
circumstances that apply to these benefits.

For additional information, please see
our website at:
www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary/survivors/
Understanding-SBP-DIC-SSIA
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Cape Fear Chapter
Member Appreciation Picnic

Members, Spouses, Kids, Grandkids, Great Grandkids

Saturday, July 21
Pavillion “E”, Smith Lake, Fort Bragg
(1.6 miles from Honeycutt Road to picnic site)

Catered by Mission BBQ

RESERVATIONS for _________________________________________________

 NAMES of guests ____________________________________________________

                              ____________________________________________________

*Mail to:  George Blanc, 3490 Thamesford  Road,
              Fayetteville, NC 28311

Please respond* by July 14:

*Email: 2vp@cfmoaa.org
*text George at (910) 988-3081 and identify yourself!
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IN MEMORIAM

MAJ (Ret) Alexander G. Hodges, Sr., US Army
Nov. 3, 1947 – June 9, 2018

 It is with deep regret that we announce that Major Alexander G. Hodges, Sr., US
Army, Retired, one of our regular members, died on June 9, 2018.  He was buried in
Sandhills State Veterans Cemetery with full military honors on June 14, 2018.

Alex served on active duty for 28 years including combat service in Vietnam and the
first Persian Gulf War.  He was a loyal member of the chapter for several years and his loss
will be keenly felt by all of us.

Our heartfelt condolences are extended to his wife of 43 years, Ok Sun, and the
extended Hodges family during their bereavement.
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Revised Nov 2016

____

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

___

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Initial Application Renewal Date

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse (Please fill in the above information but show
Your deceased spouse’s rank and branch of service)

I am a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

I am not a National MOAA member, but will consider joining.

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $_______________ for the Chapter’s ROTC Scholarship Fund.

If a new applicant, how did you learn about the Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA?_______________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues: $20.00 for Regular Members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

…We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and

representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every

stage of their career...

  visit our website at:

  3 July - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
      Conference Center, 1000 hours
    4 July - Independence Day

21 July - Member Appreciation Picnic, 1130 hours,
          Smith Lake … food, fare, fun!

             See flier on page 8

 7 Aug - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike
Conference Center, 1000 hours

    1 Sep - Labor Day
  4 Sep - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike

      Conference Center, 1000 hours
 9 Sep - Patriots Day
15 Sep - Golf Tournament at Baywood Golf Course
  2 Oct - Cape Fear Chapter Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike

      Conference Center, 1000 hours

Calendar of Events


